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iNtroDUctioN

This toolkit is for you if you...

	 •	Work	with	students	in	middle	schools,	high	schools,	alternative	education	settings,	or	colleges	and	universities.

	 •	Work	with	adjudicated	or	homeless	youth.

	 •	Work	in	a	clinic	that	provides	health	care	services	for	young	people.

	 •	Provide	counseling	or	social	services	for	adolescents	or	young	adults.

	 •	Have	contact	with	adolescents	or	young	adults	in	community	centers,	youth	clubs,	youth	drop-in	centers,		 	
  faith communities, or any other location where young people gather.

	 •	Are	a	person	who	is	trusted	enough	to	be	asked	questions	by	young	people.

Why should you care about Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns Law?

	 •	 In	the	first	ten	years	since	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law	took	effect,	on	January	1,	2001,	more			
  than one hundred babies have been surrendered safely. These babies might have been abandoned to die if   
  their parents had not known about this option. An average of ten infants each year has been saved.

	 •	Numerous	girls	and	women	give	birth	in	the	midst	of	desperate	circumstances	and	may	not	be	able	to	care			
 for their newborn babies. Making young people aware of their options empowers them to make the best   
 decision possible for them and their babies.

	 •	As	a	trusted	adult,	you	are	in	the	best	position	to	inform	young	people	about	their	options	and	equip	them		
  to use their decision-making skills.

	 •	We	can	increase	public	awareness	by	increasing	the	number	of	people	who	know	about	Safe	Delivery	 
  and can tell others.

Toolkit Goals:

	 •	 Increase	public	knowledge	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law.

	 •	Reduce	abandonment	of	infants.
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abaNDoNeD iNfaNtS aND iNfaNticiDe
In	February	2000,	a	baby	girl	was	tossed	in	a	trash	container	in	Detroit.	A	passerby	heard	her	screams	
and rescued her. She survived. 

On	a	Sunday	in	March	2000,	a	baby	boy	was	found	wrapped	in	a	trash	bag	on	a	church	rector's	doorstep	
in a Detroit suburb. The baby was hospitalized in critical condition. 

According	to	estimates,	57	babies	were	abandoned	each	day	in	the	United	States	prior	to	2000.	That	added	up	to	
more	than	20,000	babies	per	year.

Prior	to	2001,	desperate	parents	had	few	options	if	they	were	unable	to	care	for	their	newborn	babies.	Child	aban-
donment	was,	and	is,	a	10-year	felony	in	Michigan.	Since	2001,	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law	allows	
parents to surrender their newborns inside a safe place, instead of endangering their lives through abandonment.

Los Angeles County, California's version of Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law (called Safe Haven) took 
effect	on	January	1,	2001.	In	the	following	year	the	county	launched	a	public	awareness	campaign,	and	the	
number	of	infant	deaths	due	to	abandonment	dropped	threefold,	from	14	in	2001	to	four	in	2002.	Between	2001	
and	2006,	41	infants	were	safely	surrendered	in	the	county.	

Michigan data is not available since Michigan does not track these incidents like Los Angeles County does. How-
ever, all babies who have been surrendered in Michigan using Safe Delivery have either been returned to biologi-
cal parents or placed in adoptive homes.

"Each	one	of	these	lives	is	a	miracle.	It's	a	miracle	to	find	out	that	each	time	there	is	a	safe	surrender	that	each	
of these babies could have wound up a tragic statistic. But instead they weren't. The mother decided to safely 
surrender the baby so the baby has a chance at life and a loving home and to live out a life that otherwise could 
have	ended	in	tragedy.''		(David	Sommers,	2006)	

All	50	states	now	have	some	version	of	the	Safe	Delivery/Safe	Haven	law.	For	more	information,	call	 
888-510-BABY	(2229).

In	spite	of	Safe	Haven,	49	infants	were	found	abandoned	in	Los	Angeles	County	between	2001	and	2006,	includ-
ing	10	who	survived	and	39	who	died.

In Michigan, we also have an ongoing need to educate the public about the Safe Delivery of Newborns law. In 
spite of this option being available, four infants were killed or abandoned and left to die in the greater Traverse 
City	area	in	2010.	One	baby's	body	was	found	in	a	dumpster,	another	in	a	back	yard,	another	in	a	basement,	and	
one in a backpack found in a wooded area. Infanticide continues to be an ongoing challenge, and the general 
public seems to lack awareness about the Safe Delivery of Newborns law.

It's up to each of us to save the lives of babies and help their desperate parents by equipping people with the 
knowledge and skills they need to use the Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law. This information can be 
used for themselves or a friend.

For additional reading about abandoned infants and infanticide, read "Discarded Infants and Neonaticide: A  
Review	of	the	Literature"	online	at	http://aia.berkeley.edu/media/pdf/discarded_infants_literature_review.pdf.

In	March	2010	Traverse	City	Police	found	the	body	of	a	newborn	boy	in	a	basement	closet	under	a	tarp,	
wrapped in wet towels and stuck tightly in a tied plastic bag. The body was found after the 15–year–old 
mother was admitted to a local hospital with hemorrhaging caused during childbirth. The mother was 
charged with a felony count of involuntary manslaughter and placed on probation for three years with 
part of that term served in a secure treatment facility.
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reasons Given by those who Have abandoned or killed their babies

For most people, the thought that a person could kill or abandon her or his newborn infant is incomprehensible. 
Indeed, in most of these situations, these actions are acts of impulse or desperation, not pre-meditated plans. It 
is important to know the reasons people have killed or abandoned their infants, so those who might be at risk of 
committing	these	crimes	can	be	identified	and	equipped	to	use	Safe	Delivery	instead.

The following are circumstances where a person who delivered a baby has decided or might decide that she or he 
could not keep the baby:  

	 •	Girls	and	women	have	gotten	pregnant	and	decided	to	hide	the	pregnancy	because	of	embarrassment	and		 	
 fear of telling parents, the father of the baby, friends, teachers, or coaches.  

	 •	Girls	and	women	have	gotten	pregnant	as	a	result	of	being	raped	by	a	stranger,	an	acquaintance,	or	 
 a relative and are afraid to tell anyone.

	 •	Sometimes	a	couple	is	in	a	committed	relationship	and	an	unplanned	pregnancy	results,	but	both	partners			
 are afraid to tell.

	 •	A	girl	or	woman	may	change	her	mind	about	being	a	parent	if	her	partner	abandons	her	during	the	pregnancy.

	 •	A	girl	or	woman	may	intentionally	get	pregnant	to	try	to	"keep"	her	partner,	and	then	decide	she	doesn't		 	
 want the baby when her partner leaves during the pregnancy.

	 •	A	girl	or	woman	may	not	realize	that	she	is	pregnant.	This	can	happen	when	a	girl	or	woman	believes	that			
	 she	cannot	get	pregnant;	when	birth	control	methods	are	used,	but	not	used	correctly	100%	of	the	time;		 	
 or when a girl or woman is under the influence of drugs or alcohol at the time of conception and doesn’t   
 remember what happened to her.

	 •	A	girl	or	woman	may	intend	to	keep	her	baby	throughout	her	pregnancy,	but	change	her	mind	at	the	time		 	
 of birth when she realizes that she is really not prepared to raise a child.

The following are Not reasons newborns are abandoned or killed:

	 •	The	parent(s)	abandoned	or	killed	their	newborn	because	they	had	birth	defects	or	impairments	 
 of some kind.

	 •	The	parent(s)	abandoned	or	killed	their	newborn	because	they	were	born	to	women	or	couples	who	are		 	
 poor and can't afford to care for them.

	 •	The	parent(s)	abandoned	or	killed	their	newborn	because	they	were	born	to	females	under	age	21.

backGroUND
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SUrreNDer flowcHart

* Parent may leave at any time 
 without sharing information

Parent surrenders newborn 
no more than 72 hours old 
to ESP inside hospital, fire, 

or police station

Hospital assumes 
temporary protective 

custody

No abuse 
and/or neglect

Contact adoption 
agency

Adoption Agency:

• Assumes temporary protective  
 custody

• Places infant with prospective  
 adoptive parent(s)

Educator Toolkit
Safe Delivery Surrender Flowchart

KEY
ESP: Emergency Service Provider is an 
employee or contractor of a hospital, 
fire department, or police station who 
is inside the premises and on duty

EMS: is defined as a paramedic or an 
emergency medical technician

STOP HERE—Safe Delivery 
law does not apply

IMMEDIATELY contact 
Children’s Protective Services 

Scenario 1 Scenario 2

Mother gives birth 
in hospital

Parent surrenders newborn 
no more than 72 hours old 

to hospital staff

Parent will be asked 
to share information with 

assurances of confidentiality*

Mother gives birth 
outside hospital

ESP assumes 
temporary protective 

custody

Parent calls 9–1–1 
and surrenders to EMS

Parent will be asked 
to share information with 

assurances of confidentiality*

Fire, EMS, or Police 
will transfer 

surrendered newborn

Physician 
examines newborn

Suspects abuse 
and/or neglect 

or older than 72 hours
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freqUeNtly aSkeD qUeStioNS
eDUcator Specific

1. wHat lawS Do eDUcatorS NeeD to kNow before DiScUSSiNG tHiS topic witH MiDDle  
 aND HiGH ScHool StUDeNtS? 

   Safe Delivery of Newborns is mentioned in two places in Michigan law:

 	MCL	Division	288-1939-XII,	Section	712.1-712.20	created	the	Safe	Delivery	law	which	took	effect		
	 in	2001	and	defines	how	it	works	to	this	day.	This	section	of	the	law	deals	with	family	division	 
 court and is the primary law related to Safe Delivery of Newborns. This section of the law does not  
 address schools. For more information about the Safe Delivery law, visit  
	 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspxmcl-288-1939-XII,	or	link	from	www.michigan.gov/safedelivery

 	MCL	section	380.1507b	states	that	if	public	schools	teach	sex	education,	they	shall	also	"...provide		
 information for pupils about how young parents can learn more about adoption services and about  
 the provisions of the safe delivery of newborns law..." if it is age appropriate to do so. This section  
	 of	the	law	pertains	to	parameters	around	sex	education	in	public	schools	and	was	passed	in	2004.		
	 For	details	about	Michigan's	sex	education	laws	visit:	www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/	 	
	 HIV_and_Sex_Ed_Laws_Chart_Rev_4_2010_345047_7.pdf	and	http://www.michigan.gov/documents/	
	 mde/4_Unabridged_Sex_Ed_Laws_249443_7.pdf,	or	link	from	www.michigan.gov/safedelivery

   This means that no laws directly affect the teaching of this topic in public school districts or other  
	 settings,	unless	the	public	school	district	classifies	this	topic	as	sex	education.	Please	see	the	next		
 question for more information about this circumstance.

2.  Do tHeSe leSSoNS Have to be approveD by tHe ScHool boarD aS part of tHe ScHool'S  
  Sex eDUcatioN proGraM? 

   It depends. It is up to each public school district to determine if the teaching of Safe Delivery   
 is part of their sex education programming or not. The Safe Delivery of Newborns law was created to  
 address a legal and safety issue. However, lawmakers now also require Safe Delivery information to be  
	 shared	if	public	schools	teach	sex	education.	The	sex	education	law,	380.1507b,	requires	other	topics,		
	 in	addition	to	Safe	Delivery	(requirement	j),	that	if	taught	on	their	own,	could	be	construed	as	outside		
 the boundaries of sex education. For example, schools are also required to "...advise pupils of the law  
 pertaining to their responsibility as parents to children born in and out of wedlock..." (requirement d)  
 and "...provide instruction on healthy dating relationships and on how to set limits and recognize a  
 dangerous environment..." (requirement i). These topics may be taught without being considered sex  
 education and not require school board approval and other requirements of the sex education law.

   Check with your sex education supervisor to determine whether or not the teaching of Safe Delivery of  
	 Newborns	law	is	defined	as	sex	education	in	your	district.	If	a	school	district	does	consider	this	topic		
 to be sex education, that designation has several consequences:

 	Only	teachers	who	are	qualified	to	teach	health	may	teach	sex	education.	At	the	secondary	level	this		
 includes teachers endorsed to teach health (MA); health, physical education, recreation, and dance  
	 (MX);	or	family	and	consumer	science	(KH).	

  Michigan law requires all sex education programming to be recommended by a sex education advisory  
 board and approved by the local school board.

 	Parents	have	the	right	to	be	notified	in	advance,	give	passive	consent,	and	may	opt	their	children		
 out of the class. They have other rights due them under Michigan's laws related to sex education. 

 	See	http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/HIV_and_Sex_Ed_Laws_Chart_	 	 	 	
	 Rev_4_2010_345047_7.pdf	for	details,	or	link	from	www.michigan.gov/safedelivery
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freqUeNtly aSkeD qUeStioNS
 

3.  if we are iN a pUblic ScHool DiStrict tHat offerS tHe State-MaNDateD Hiv iNStrUctioN, bUt  
  Not tHe optioNal Sex eDUcatioN iNStrUctioN, caN we teacH aboUt Safe Delivery?  

	 	 	 Yes.	Again,	as	stated	above,	the	HIV	and	sex	education	law,	380.1507b,	requires	other	topics,		 	
	 in	addition	to	Safe	Delivery	(requirement	j),	that	if	taught	on	their	own,	could	be	construed	as	 
 outside the boundaries of sex education. For example schools are also required to "...advise pupils of  
 the law pertaining to their responsibility as parents to children born in and out of wedlock..."  
 (requirement d) and "...provide instruction on healthy dating relationships and on how to set limits and  
 recognize a dangerous environment..." (requirement i). These topics may be taught without being  
 considered sex education and do not require school board approval and other requirements of the sex  
	 education	law.	Note	that	while	parent	notification	is	not	legally	required	if	a	topic	is	not	considered	 
	 HIV	and/or	sex	education,	it	may	be	best	practice	to	notify	parents	about	the	instruction	to	enlist	their		
 support and encourage discussions.

4.  if a StUDeNt DiScloSeS Her preGNaNcy aND waNtS to USe Safe Delivery to SUrreNDer Her  
  iNfaNt, aM i reqUireD to Notify Her pareNtS? 

	 	 	 Neither	Michigan	nor	federal	law	requires	parents	to	be	notified	in	this	circumstance.	It	is		 	
 recommended, however, that the staff member: 1) follow local school policies or procedures; 2)  
	 encourage	the	student	to	consider	disclosing	the	issue	to	a	parent	and	offer	his/her	assistance	with		
	 that	conversation;	3)	consider	his/her	professional	code	of	ethics	about	dealing	with	situations		
	 regarding	pregnant	students,	disclosure,	reporting	obligations,	and	confidentiality;	and	ultimately	4)		
 consider what is in the best interest of the student.

5.  are tHere aNy leGal iSSUeS tHat coUlD coMe Up for eDUcatorS wHo USe tHiS law? wHat are  
  SoMe SafeGUarDS aGaiNSt tHeSe iSSUeS eDUcatorS SHoUlD USe? 

   Educators should always consult their district's or agency's policies and procedures and when   
 in doubt, consult with an administrator and follow district or agency protocol regarding seeking legal  
 counsel. Remember: if a student is pregnant and considering Safe Delivery, it may be because she has  
 been assaulted or abused. If an educator suspects child abuse or neglect, they are legally required to  
 report to Child Protective Services.

6.  iS pareNt perMiSSioN NeeDeD before iMpleMeNtiNG tHiS toolkit? 

	 	 	 It	depends	on	whether	or	not	the	public	school	district	classifies	the	topic	to	be	sex	education.			
 Passive consent is required if the district has determined that Safe Delivery instruction is part of their  
 sex education program. No parental consent is required if the district has determined that it is not part  
	 of	their	sex	education	program.	Note	that	while	parent	notification	is	not	legally	required	if	a	topic	is		
	 not	considered	HIV	and/or	sex	education,	it	may	be	best	practice	to	notify	parents	about	the	instruction		
 to enlist their support and encourage discussions. For educators working in settings other than public  
 school districts, consult your agency's policies and procedures regarding parent permission.

7.  wHat if StUDeNtS briNG Up tHe topic of abortioN aS aN optioN for aN UNwaNteD preGNaNcy  
  DUriNG a claSSrooM leSSoN oN Safe Delivery? 

   Teachers in Michigan public schools are prohibited from teaching about abortion as a method   
 of reproductive health or family planning. Abortion may be discussed as a social issue or legal issue.  
 Students should be encouraged to discuss this topic with their parents or other trusted adults. For  
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freqUeNtly aSkeD qUeStioNS
 educators working in settings other than public school districts, consult your agency's policies  
 and procedures regarding discussion of abortion.

 8.  if a StUDeNt DiScloSeS tHat SHe iS preGNaNt, caN SHe be exclUDeD or expelleD froM ScHool? 

	 	 	 No.	MCL	380.1301	states	"A	person	who	has	not	completed	high	school	may	not	be	expelled	or		 	 	
 excluded from a public school because of being pregnant." An alternative accredited program may   
 be provided.

Safe Delivery law

 9.  wHeN DiD tHiS law take effect?

	 		 	 January	1,	2001.

10.  iN GeNeral, wHat DoeS tHe law proviDe?

   This law allows the anonymous surrender of a newborn, from birth to 72 hours of age, to an  
 emergency service provider.

11.  wHo iS aN eMerGeNcy Service proviDer (eSp)?

   An	ESP	is	defined	as	a	uniformed	or	otherwise	identified	employee	or	contractor	of	a	fire	department,		 	
 hospital or police station when such an individual is inside the premises and on-duty. Emergency  
 service provider also includes a paramedic or an emergency medical technician when either of those   
	 individuals	is	responding	to	a	9-1-1	emergency	call.

12.  eMerGeNcy MeDical Service (eMS) aGeNcieS were Not MeNtioNeD iN tHe oriGiNal law.  
  wHeN waS eMS aDDeD aND wHo DoeS it iNclUDe?

	 	 	 In	December	of	2006,	PA	488	was	enacted	with	an	effective	date	of	January	1,	2007.	The	definition	of		 	
 an ESP was expanded to include a paramedic or an emergency medical technician when either of those   
	 individuals	responds	to	a	9-1-1	emergency	call	placed	by	the	surrendering	parent(s).

13.  wHat if tHe NewborN iS foUND abaNDoNeD oN tHe HoSpital, fire DepartMeNt or police  
  StatioN preMiSeS?

	 	 	 Follow	the	policy	on	child	abuse	and/or	neglect,	reporting	to	the	local	office	of	DHS’	Children’s	 
 Protective Services and appropriate law enforcement. 

14.  wHat if tHe perSoN(S) SUrreNDeriNG tHe NewborN leaveS witHoUt proviDiNG aNy  
  aDDitioNal iNforMatioN?

   Whether or not the parent(s) provides information has no legal impact on the parent(s). Emergency  
 service providers are obligated to ask, but the parent(s) is not obligated to provide the information.

15.  iS it leGally riSky for a pareNt(S) to SUrreNDer a NewborN to aN eSp?

   It is the intent of this legislation that if a parent(s) surrendered the newborn to an ESP and no    
	 abuse	and/or	neglect	is	present,	a	criminal	investigation	would	not	be	initiated	solely	on	the	basis		 	
 of the newborn being surrendered to an ESP. 
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freqUeNtly aSkeD qUeStioNS
16.  wHat if SoMeoNe otHer tHaN a pareNt SUrreNDerS tHe NewborN?

	 	 	 The	law	states	the	parent(s)	must	surrender	the	newborn	to	a	uniformed	or	otherwise	identified			 	
	 employee	or	contractor	of	a	fire	department,	hospital	or	police	station	who	is	on	duty	and		 	 	
	 inside	the	premises.		The	parent(s)	may	also	place	a	9-1-1	emergency	call	and	surrender	the	newborn		 	
 to a paramedic or EMT. If the person surrendering the newborn is not the biological parent, the ESP   
 shall retain temporary protective custody of the child and immediately contact law enforcement who   
 will conduct an investigation to determine if the child has been abducted, abandoned, or involved   
	 in	other	criminal	activities.	The	local	office	of	DHS	Children’s	Protective	Services	shall	be	contacted		 	
 if the child needs to be placed in foster care pending the completion of law enforcement’s investigation.

17.  How will tHe NoN-SUrreNDeriNG pareNt kNow aboUt tHe birtH aND tHe SUrreNDer  
  of tHe baby?

   Statute requires that a reasonable attempt to identify the non-surrendering parent must be made,   
 therefore, the emergency service provider will ask for the identity of the non-surrendering parent at   
 the time of the newborn’s surrender. The statute further requires that the child placing agency make   
 a reasonable effort to identify, locate and provide notice of the surrender of the newborn to the non-  
 surrendering parent. If the name and address of that parent is unknown, the child placing agency   
 shall provide notice of the surrender of the newborn by publication in a newspaper of general circulation   
 in the county where the newborn was surrendered. 

18.  wHat circUit coUrt, faMily DiviSioN DoeS tHe SUrreNDeriNG pareNt(S) file for  
  cUStoDy if, after SUrreNDer, tHey wiSH to Do So?

   The county in which the newborn is located, if the parent(s) has located the newborn, or

   The county in which the ESP is located, if the parent(s) has not located the newborn but knows the   
  location of the ESP to whom the newborn was surrendered, or

   The county in which the parent(s) is located, if the parent(s) has not located the newborn and does   
  not know the location of the ESP to whom the newborn was surrendered.

19.  wHere caN i Get More iNforMatioN aboUt tHe Safe Delivery law?

   The following acts are available for review at www.michigan.gov/safedelivery, under the heading: Laws.

	 	 	 Act	No.	232,	PA	2000	(SB	1052,	1999-2000)	

	 	 	 Act	No.	233,	PA	2000	(SB	1053,	1999-2000)	

	 	 	 Act	No.	234,	PA	2000	(SB	1187,	1999-2000)	

	 	 	 Act	No.	235,	PA	2000	(HB	5543,	1999-2000)

	 	 	 Act	No.	488,	PA	2006	(SB	1292,	2005-2006)

20.  wHat if a pareNt(S) flaGS DowN aN eMerGeNcy MeDical ServiceS (eMS) veHicle iN tHe   
  fielD tHat iS Not reSpoNDiNG to a 9-1-1 call froM tHe pareNt(S) aND atteMptS to  
  SUrreNDer a NewborN?

	 	 	 The	law	requires	the	parent	to	make	an	emergency	9-1-1	call	to	surrender	a	newborn	to	a	paramedic		 	
 or emergency medical technician. EMS personnel should accept the newborn and assist the parent   
	 in	making	a	call	to	9-1-1	to	request	help	in	surrendering	the	newborn	per	the	statutory	requirements.			 	
 EMS personnel are also encouraged to check their agency protocol.
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21.  wHat writteN iNforMatioN iS tHe eSp to proviDe tHe SUrreNDeriNG pareNt(S)?

   The ESP is required to make a reasonable effort to give the parent(s) the following publication:  
 Safe Delivery Program FACT Sheet (DHS Pub 867). What Am I Going To Do? (DHS Pub 864) is optional.

22.  wHat otHer iNforMatioN SHoUlD tHe eSp SHare?

   Reassure	that	shared	information	will	be	kept	confidential.

   Encourage	the	parent(s)	to	identify	him/herself.

  Encourage	the	parent(s)	to	share	relevant	family/medical	history	(Voluntary	Medical	Background		 	
		 for	a	Surrendered	Newborn	(DHS	Form	4819)	has	been	developed	to	assist	with	this).

  Inform the parent(s) that they can receive counseling or medical attention.

  Inform the parent(s) that a reasonable effort must be made to identify the non-surrendering parent.

  Inform	the	parent(s)	that	the	placement	agency	can	provide	confidential	services.

  Inform the parent(s) that they may voluntarily sign a release for the newborn to be used in  
  the termination hearing (Voluntary Release For Adoption of a Surrendered Newborn by  
		 Parent	(Form	DHS	4820)).

23.  wHat SHoUlD be DoNe if, DUriNG tHe HoSpital’S cliNical aSSeSSMeNt, SiGNS of abUSe  
  aND/or NeGlect are preSeNt?

   If the physician examining the newborn has reason to suspect that the newborn has experienced   
	 abuse	and/or	neglect	(for	reason	other	than	being	surrendered	to	an	ESP)	the	physician	must	 
	 immediately	report	to	the	local	office	of	DHS’	Children’s	Protective	Services	and	file	A	Report	of	 
	 Actual	or	Suspected	Child	Abuse	or	Neglect	(DHS	Form	3200).

24.  DoeS tHe HoSpital Have to obtaiN writteN coNSeNt to treat aND/or traNSfer tHe NewborN?

   No.

25.  wHat if a pareNt(S) retUrNS to tHe HoSpital, fire DepartMeNt or police StatioN or callS   
  9-1-1 followiNG SUrreNDer aND reqUeStS tHe retUrN of tHe NewborN?

   The newborn should not be returned to the parent(s) under these circumstances. Personnel should   
	 advise	the	parent(s)	of	their	right	to	file	an	action	in	Circuit	Court,	Family	Division	for	custody	of		 	
 the newborn within 28 days following surrender or 28 days following notice of the surrender.  

freqUeNtly aSkeD qUeStioNS
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You can help promote and build awareness of the Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law!
 
issue:

Although there have been many newborns surrendered since the Safe Delivery of Newborns law went into effect 
in	2001,	there	are	continued	media	reports	of	infants	who	are	abandoned	or	are	victims	of	infanticide.	Public	
and professional awareness remains a critical issue. Community agencies and individuals can play a vitally  
important role in keeping the Safe Delivery message current in their agency, school, community or region.

Students, groups and individuals can make a difference and save a life. Consider encouraging youth and young 
adults to learn more and take action to build awareness.  

Below are some options to help build awareness.

individual actions:

	 •	“Like”	Michigan	Safe	Delivery	on	Facebook	

	 •	 Follow	Safe	Delivery	on	Twitter	and	Blog

	 •	 Write	a	research	paper	on	the	topic	child	maltreatment	and	the	role	of	Safe	Delivery	in	prevention.

	 •	 Post	Safe	Delivery	flyers,	posters	and	wallet	cards	in	public	places,	such	as	schools,	community	centers,		 	
  churches, laundry mats, grocery stores, and other places youth hangout in your community.

	 •	 Put	articles	and/or	editorials	in	a	school,	agency,	or	local	newspaper.

	 •	 Contact	local	television	and/or	radio	stations	for	opportunities	to	promote	awareness.

	 •	 Show	Safe	Delivery	videos	at	group	meetings	or	in	classes,	followed	by	guided	discussion.

	 •	 Volunteer	to	become	a	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborn	trainer	or	advocate.

Group actions:

Many of the individual activities can also be done as a group.

	 •	 Choose	Safe	Delivery	as	a	service	project	and	do	a	variety	of	awareness	events/activities.

	 •	 Set	up	a	display	table	at	a	community	event,	such	as	a	health	fair.

	 •	 Survey	local	emergency	service	providers	(hospitals,	police,	sheriff,	EMS	and	fire	departments)	 
  on their awareness of and participation in professional and public promotion of Safe Delivery of Newborns.

engaging and educating emergency Service providers

Below are a few ideas for young people to engage emergency service providers in increasing awareness and pre-
paredness:  

	 •	 Check	with	local	police,	fire	departments,	hospitals,	and	ambulance	services	on	their	awareness	 
  and preparedness to respond to surrendered infants. 
  Questions to ask:

	 •	 Do	you	have	Response and Resource Handbook and Portable Response Packets? If not, order forms  
 are available at www.michigan.gov/safedelivery.

	 •	 Have	all	appropriate	agency	staff	been	trained?	If	not,	web-based	training,	curriculum	in	 
	 the	Handbook,	and	DVD	scenario	training	are	all	available	online	at	www.michigan.gov/safedelivery.

	 •	 Are	signs	posted	on	buildings	as	appropriate?

	 •	 Does	the	agency	have	a	written	protocol	for	staff	training	and	handling	a	surrender?

aDvocacy optioNS for iNcreaSiNG pUblic awareNeSS
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aDvocacy optioNS for iNcreaSiNG pUblic awareNeSS

Note: Many free resources are available to support these efforts, including posters, emery boards, literature, and 
a	DVD.	Ordering	information	can	be	found	in	the	Educator	Toolkit	or	online	at	www.michigan.gov/safedelivery	or	
by contacting Michsafedelivery@gmail.com.

Note to facilitator/teacher/counselor: As appropriate, have discussion with students 
regarding options to get more involved with increasing professional and public awareness. 
This	issue	is	conducive	to	becoming	a	service	project	as	individuals	or	in	a	group	setting.



cUrricUlUM
Section Three
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facilitator preparatioN for iMpleMeNtatioN
Everything you need to deliver the Safe Delivery information is contained in this toolkit and available  
through order forms, except the list of locations for surrenders in your community. There is no cost to you.  
You can do this…thank you.

1. facilitator preparation:

 order free material and prepare handouts: 

 After reviewing information and determining need for material and supplies, order resources.

 Note: Allow up to four weeks for delivery of material. Order forms found in the Resources section of this toolkit.

	 ❑	Make copy of Safe Delivery of Newborns Resources Order Form.

	 ❑	Make copy of Publications from Michigan Department of Human Services form.

	 ❑	Complete requests and fax orders as described on pages 44, 45, and 46.

	 ❑	Download and print forms and resources as needed from www.michigan.gov/safedelivery.

	 ❑	Access	media	files	at	www.michigan.gov/safedelivery or order the DVD by submitting Educator  
  Toolkit Order Form.

Note: There are two sources for Safe Delivery resources: 

	 •	 State	of	Michigan	Department	of	Human	Services:	Large	posters,	tri	fold	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?,"			
  (864) Safe Delivery Program FACT Sheet (867)

	 •	 Safe	Delivery	Project:	Flyers	with	tear	off	numbers,	wallet	cards,	emery	boards.

2. read background information:

 ❑	Visit Michigan’s Safe Delivery of Newborns law Web site at www.michigan.gov/safedelivery.

	 ❑	Read background information found in the introduction section of this toolkit.

	 ❑	Review Public Service Announcements and select training videos.

	 ❑	Consider completing the Safe Delivery of Newborns Training module found at www.michigan.gov/  
  safedelivery.

3. prepare classroom resources:

  ❑	Preview	the	DVD	and/or	media	files	to	assure	correct	operation.	Decide	which	track(s)	to	use	with		 	
  your lessons. Refer to Resources section and review video description for details about tracks. Public  
  service announcement 1, 2 or 3 and the hospital training scenario are recommended.

facilitator Note: This issue is considered a legal and safety issue, not sex education. However, it is 
recommended that you consult with your school district or agency administration to follow approved 
policies and protocols prior to implementation of these activities. Parental consent is needed only if your 
district or agency policy requires it.
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coUNSelorS aND Social workerS
As a counselor or social worker who works with middle and high school-aged youth, you are in a trusted posi-
tion,	and	might	be	the	first	person	to	hear	about	a	person	who	is	experiencing	an	unplanned	pregnancy.	You	
might also be invited to conduct educational sessions in the classroom as part of the Michigan Comprehensive 
Guidance and Counseling Program. This toolkit will provide you with tools to educate young people during indi-
vidual meetings or a brief classroom presentation. Please share the following information and resources with the 
young people in your school or agency.

objectives

Participants will be able to:

	 •	Access	accurate	information	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law.

	 •	Describe	the	process	for	surrendering	a	newborn.

	 •	Practice	communicating	how	peers	can	surrender	a	newborn	under	Michigan	law.

	 •	Express	support	for	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns.

Preparation:

	 •	Read	and	complete	the	Facilitator	Preparation	for	Implementation	at	the	beginning	of	the	Curriculum	 
  section. Order the materials as described.

	 •	Duplicate	and	cut	apart	the	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	Situation	Cards	for	Communication	found	at	the	end		
  of the Curriculum section.

	 •	For	additional	information	about	communication	skills	and	role	playing,	refer	to	the	Michigan Model  
  for Health® curriculum at www.michiganmodel.org.

individual Meeting process

Ask:
	 •	What	goals	do	you	have	for	the	next	few	years?	(pause	for	response)

	 •	Do	you	think	having	a	baby	might	affect	you	reaching	those	goals?	How?	(pause	for	response)

Explain:

 Options are available for people who get pregnant or get someone pregnant and have babies, but are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe  
Delivery of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:
	 •	What	do	you	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	response)

Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	board	

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	card

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. The locations in our community where babies could be surrendered safely, legally,  
and	anonymously	are	(list	the	hospitals,	police	and	fire	stations,	and	calling	9-1-1	as	options).	Please	
keep this information and share it with anyone you know who might need it. I am also happy to  
talk with anyone who would like more information. You can also talk with any teacher or adult  
in this building who you trust.
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Ask:

	 •	Do	you	have	any	questions	or	comments	about	what	I've	just	explained?

	 •	If	you	have	a	troubling	situation,	who	are	some	trusted	adults	you	can	talk	to?

	 •	Are	there	any	other	things	you	would	like	to	discuss	now?

class presentation (approximately 45 minutes)

Ask:

	 •	What	goals	do	you	have	for	the	next	few	years?	(pause	for	responses)

	 •	How	do	you	think	having	a	baby	might	affect	reaching	those	goals?	(pause	for	responses)

	 •	What	are	some	reasons	a	person	might	not	be	able	to	parent	a	baby	well?	(pause	for	responses,	including		
 an abusive partner, disapproving family, lack of money or a place to live, etc.)

	 •	What	could	happen	if	a	person	tried	to	take	care	of	a	baby	under	these	difficult	circumstances?	(pause	for		
	 responses,	including	possible	abuse	of	baby	and/or	baby's	parent,	neglect	of	baby's	needs,	baby's	parent		
	 getting	kicked	out	of	the	house,	baby's	parent	unable	to	finish	school	and	get	a	good	job,	abandonment	of		
 baby in an unsafe place, etc.)

Explain:

 Options are available for people who get pregnant or get someone pregnant and have babies, but are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe Delivery 
of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	already	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	responses)

Do:

	 •	Show	a	Public	Service	Announcement	or	training	scenario	from	the	Safe	Delivery	DVD	or	media	file.

Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure,	one	or	more	per	student.

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent to surrender a baby. Now that 
you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might not know about it. Let's prac-
tice our communication skills in situations where a friend might need information about Safe Delivery of 
Newborns.

Do:

	 •	Divide	the	students	into	four	groups,	or	groups	of	manageable	size.	

	 •	Assign	group	roles:	leader,	recorder,	spokesperson,	timer,	actors,	and	coaches.

	 •	Give	each	group	one	of	the	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law	Situation	Cards	for	Communication.

Explain:

   In your small group, you will create a two-minute role play showing how you could share information  
  about Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law. In 15 minutes, I will call on each group to perform their  
  role play. 

coUNSelorS aND Social workerS



Curriculum   29 Educator Toolkit V1 2012

Do:

	 •	Rotate	and	assist	groups	as	they	create	their	role	plays.

	 •	After	15	minutes,	call	on	each	group	to	perform	their	role	play.

	 •	Encourage	audience	to	actively	listen	and	positively	support	each	group	as	they	present	their	role	play.

	 •	Provide	positive	feedback	and	thank	each	group	for	their	performance.

	 •	Correct	misinformation	as	needed	after	each	role	play.

	 •	Thank	each	group.	Applaud.

Provide:

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	cards

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	boards

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. Now that you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might 
not know about it. You could save a life. Also, please feel free to speak to me anytime you need to. I'm 
here to talk with you and assist you.

coUNSelorS aND Social workerS

Note to counselors:

	 This	activity	can	help	you	meet	the	Comprehensive	Guidance	and	Counseling	objectives	 
for	Personal/Social	Development	below:

Standard A, PS-A2: Acquire Interpersonal Skills

	 •	PS-A2.6	Use	effective	communication	skills.

Standard C, PS-C1: Acquire Personal Safety Skills

	 •	PS-C1.2	Learn	about	the	relationship	between	rules,	laws,	safety,	and	the	protection	of	the	rights	 
 of the individual.

	 •	PS-C1.5	Differentiate	between	situations	requiring	peer	support	and	situations	requiring	adult	 
 professional help.

	 •	PS-C1.6	Identify	resource	people	in	the	school	and	community,	and	know	how	to	seek	their	help.

	 •	PS-C1.7	Apply	effective	problem-solving	and	decision-making	skills	to	make	safe	and	healthy	choices.	
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NUrSeS aND HealtH cliNic Staff
As a health professional who works with middle and high school-aged youth, you are in a trusted position, and 
might	be	the	first	person	to	hear	about	a	person	who	is	experiencing	an	unplanned	pregnancy.	In	fact,	over	90	
percent of newborn surrenders have occurred in a hospital setting. You might also be invited to conduct educa-
tional sessions in the classroom. This toolkit will provide you with tools to educate young people during indi-
vidual appointments or a brief classroom presentation. Please share the following information and resources with 
the	people	in	your	school,	clinic,	and/or	community.

objectives

Participants will be able to:

	 •	Access	accurate	information	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law.

	 •	Describe	the	process	for	surrendering	a	newborn.

	 •	Practice	communicating	how	peers	can	surrender	a	newborn	under	Michigan	law.

	 •	Express	support	for	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns.

Preparation:

	 •	Read	and	complete	the	Facilitator	Preparation	for	Implementation	at	the	beginning	of	the	Curriculum	 
  section. Order the materials as described.

	 •	Duplicate	and	cut	apart	the	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	Situation	Cards	for	Communication	found	at	the	end		
  of the Curriculum section.

	 •	For	additional	information	about	communication	skills	and	role	playing,	refer	to	the	Michigan Model  
  for Health® curriculum at www.michiganmodel.org.

individual Meeting process

Ask:

	 •	 If	you	have	not	had	sex	yet,	that	is	a	healthy	choice	that	will	avoid	negative	consequences,	such	as	 
  pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections. If you have had sex, we should discuss testing for  
  pregnancy and STIs and ways to reduce the risk of these possible consequences.

	 •	What	have	you	decided	to	do	to	prevent	getting	pregnant,	or	getting	someone	pregnant?	 
  (pause for response)

Explain:

 Options are available for people who get pregnant or get someone pregnant and have babies, but are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe  
Delivery of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	response)

Note to clinicians:

	 •	Follow	your	clinic	protocol	for	prevention	of	pregnancy	and	STIs	as	indicated.	Michigan	law	prohibits		
  dispensing or providing family planning devices in K-12 public schools. 

	 •	Follow	your	clinic	protocol	for	testing	for	pregnancy	and	STIs	as	indicated.	

	 •	 If	the	client	is	pregnant,	follow	the	protocol	for	pregnancy.	
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Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	boards	

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	cards

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. The locations in our community where babies could be surrendered safely, legally, and 
anonymously	are	(list	the	hospitals,	police	and	fire	stations,	and	calling	9-1-1	as	options).	Please	keep	
this information and share it with anyone you know who might need it.

Ask:

	 •	Do	you	have	any	questions	or	comments	about	what	I've	just	explained?

	 •	If	you	have	a	troubling	situation,	who	are	some	trusted	adults	you	can	talk	to?

	 •	Are	there	any	other	things	you	would	like	to	discuss	now?

Group presentation (approximately 45 minutes)

Ask:

	 •	Most	people	your	age	are	not	ready	to	have	a	baby.	Why	do	you	think	it's	best	to	wait	until	you	are	at		
	 least	finished	with	school	before	having	a	baby?	(pause	for	responses)

	 •	What	are	some	reasons	a	person	might	not	be	prepared	to	parent	a	baby	well?	(pause	for	responses,	such		
 as having an abusive partner, disapproving family, lack of money or a place to live, etc.)

	 •	What	could	happen	if	a	person	tried	to	take	care	of	a	baby	under	these	difficult	circumstances?	(pause		
	 for	responses,	such	as	possible	abuse	of	baby	and/or	baby's	parent,	neglect	of	baby's	needs,	baby's	 
	 parent	getting	kicked	out	of	the	house,	baby's	parent	unable	to	complete	her/his	education	and	get	a	good		
	 job,	abandonment	of	baby	in	an	unsafe	place,	etc.)

Explain:

 Options are available for people who get pregnant or get someone pregnant and have babies, but are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe Delivery 
of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	already	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	responses)

Do:

	 •	Show	a	Public	Service	Announcement	or	training	scenario	from	the	Safe	Delivery	DVD	and/or	media	file.

Provide:

	 •	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure,	one	or	more	per	student.

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. Now that you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might 
not know about it. Let's practice our communication skills in situations where a friend might need infor-
mation about Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law.

NUrSeS aND HealtH cliNic Staff



Curriculum   32 Educator Toolkit V1 2012

NUrSeS aND HealtH cliNic Staff

Do:

	 •	Divide	the	students	into	four	groups,	or	groups	of	manageable	size.	

	 •	Assign	group	roles:	leader,	recorder,	spokesperson,	timer,	actors,	and	coaches.

	 •	Give	each	group	one	of	the	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law	Situation	Cards	for	Communication.

Explain:

   In your small group, you will create a two-minute role play showing how you could share information   
  about Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law. In 15 minutes, I will call on each group to perform their   
  role play. 

Do:

	 •	Rotate	and	assist	groups	as	they	create	their	role	plays.

	 •	After	15	minutes,	call	on	each	group	to	perform	their	role	play.

	 •	Encourage	audience	to	actively	listen	and	positively	support	each	group	as	they	present	their	role	play.

	 •	Provide	positive	feedback	and	thank	each	group	for	their	performance.

	 •	Correct	misinformation	as	needed	after	each	role	play.

	 •	Thank	each	group.	Applaud.

Provide:

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	cards

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	boards

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. Now that you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might 
not know about it. You could save a life. Also, please feel free to speak to me anytime you need to. I'm 
here to talk with you and assist you.
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eDUcatorS aND ScHool aDMiNiStratorS

As a teacher or administrator who works with middle and high school-aged youth, you are in a trusted position, 
and	might	be	the	first	person	to	hear	about	a	person	who	is	experiencing	an	unplanned	pregnancy.	Teachers	also	
have the opportunity to conduct a class on the Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law in the classroom. This 
kit will provide you with tools to educate young people during individual meetings or a brief classroom presen-
tation. These activities were developed for non-health teachers to be able to discuss Safe Delivery as a social or 
legal issue. Please share the following information and resources with the young people in your school.

objectives

Participants will be able to:

	 •	Access	accurate	information	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law.

	 •	Describe	the	process	for	surrendering	a	newborn.

	 •	 Identify	Safe	Delivery	surrender	locations	in	the	community.

	 •	Describe	social,	emotional,	and	legal	consequences	for	those	who	abandoned	or	killed	their	newborn.

	 •	 Identify	alternatives	to	newborn	abandonment	and	infanticide	using	the	Safe	Delivery	process.

	 •	Express	support	for	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns.

Preparation:

	 •	Read	and	complete	the	Facilitator	Preparation	for	Implementation	at	the	beginning	of	the	Curriculum	 
  section. Order the materials as described.

	 •	Duplicate	and	cut	apart	the	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	Situation	Cards	for	Social	Studies	found	at	the	end		
  of the Curriculum section.

	 •	For	additional	health	education	lessons,	refer	to	the	Michigan Model for Health® curriculum  
  at www.michiganmodel.org.

individual Meeting process

Ask:

	 •	How	are	things	going	for	you	lately?	(pause	for	response)

	 •	 Is	there	anything	you	want	to	talk	about?	(pause	for	response)

	 •	 (If	appropriate,	ask)	Is	there	a	chance	you	might	be	pregnant	(or	that	you	got	someone	pregnant)?	 
  (pause for response)

Explain:

 Options are available for people who get pregnant or get someone pregnant and have babies, but are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe Deliv-
ery of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	response)

Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure

	 •	List	of	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	board	

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	card
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eDUcatorS aND ScHool aDMiNiStratorS
Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. The locations in our community where babies could be surrendered safely, legally, and 
anonymously	are	(list	the	hospitals,	police	and	fire	stations,	and	calling	9-1-1	as	options).	Please	keep	this	
information and share it with anyone you know who might need it.

Ask:

	 •	Do	you	have	any	questions	or	comments	about	what	I've	just	explained?

	 •	If	you	have	a	troubling	situation,	who	are	some	trusted	adults	you	can	talk	to?

	 •	What	can	I	do	to	support	you?

class presentation (approximately 45 minutes)

Ask:

	 •	What	goals	might	people	your	age	have	for	the	next	few	years?	(pause	for	responses)

	 •	How	do	you	think	having	a	baby	might	affect	reaching	those	goals?	(pause	for	responses)

	 •	What	are	some	reasons	a	person	might	not	be	prepared	to	parent	a	baby	well?	(pause	for	responses,	 
 including an abusive partner, disapproving family, lack of money or a place to live, etc.)

	 •	What	could	happen	if	a	person	tried	to	take	care	of	a	baby	under	these	difficult	circumstances?	(pause	for			
	 responses,	including	possible	abuse	of	baby	and/or	baby's	parent,	neglect	of	baby's	needs,	baby's	parent		 	
	 getting	kicked	out	of	the	house,	baby's	parent	unable	to	finish	school	and	get	a	good	job,	abandonment	of			
 baby in an unsafe place, etc.)

Explain:

 Options are available for people who get pregnant or get someone pregnant and have babies, but are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe Delivery 
of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	already	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	responses)

Do:

	 •	Show	the	Public	Service	Announcement	or	training	scenario	from	the	Safe	Delivery	DVD	and/or	media	file.

Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure,	one	or	more	per	student.

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. Now that you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might 
not know about it. Let's look at the social, emotional, and legal issues involved when people don't know 
what to do with their newborns.

Do:

	 •	Divide	the	students	into	four	groups,	or	groups	of	manageable	size.

	 •	Assign	group	roles:	leader,	recorder,	spokesperson,	and	timer.

	 •	Give	each	group	one	of	the	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	Situation	Cards	for	Social	Studies.
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eDUcatorS aND ScHool aDMiNiStratorS
Explain:

   In your small group, you will discuss the social, emotional, and legal issues involved in your assigned  
  situation and how the situation could have been different if the person had chosen Safe Delivery. In 15  
  minutes, I will call on each group's spokesperson to summarize their discussion. 

Do:

	 •	Rotate	and	assist	groups	as	they	discuss	their	situations.

	 •	After	15	minutes,	call	on	each	group	to	summarize	their	discussion.

	 •	Encourage	audience	to	actively	listen	and	positively	support	each	group	as	they	present	their	summary.

	 •	Provide	positive	feedback	and	thank	each	group	for	their	insights.

	 •	Correct	misinformation	as	needed	after	each	summary.

	 •	Thank	each	group.	Applaud.

	 •	Optional:	Encourage	students	to	research	each	of	these	situations	to	learn	additional	facts	 
 and the outcomes following these incidents. Offer extra credit for students who write a paper.

Provide:

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	cards

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	boards

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. Now that you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might 
not know about it. It might save someone a lot of heartache and trouble. If you have a troubling  
situation, what trusted adults could you talk to?

Note to Teachers:

 This activity was designed for non-health teachers to increase the number of teachers and 
students who know about Safe Delivery.  

 This activity can help you meet the following Content Standards for English Language Arts by 
providing an opportunity to practice a comprehension strategy, critical reading, and response 
to reading:

	 •	CE2.1:	Critical	Reading

	 •	CE2.2:	Reading	strategy	to	construct	meaning

	 •	CE2.3:	Develop	as	a	reader	through	collaborative	reading

	 •	CE3.2:	Read	and	respond	to	expository	text

	 This	activity	can	help	you	meet	the	following	objectives	for	Social	Studies:

	 •	P1:	Reading	and	Communication

	 •	P2:	Inquiry,	Research,	and	Analysis

	 •	P3:	Public	Discourse	and	Decision	Making

 It can also help address the following Health Education Content Standards:

	 •	Core	Concepts,	3.1,	3.2,	7.1

	 •	Access	Information,	3.5,	3.6,	5.4,	7.4

	 •	Social	Skills,	3.17
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colleGe Staff
As	a	college	counselor,	health	clinic	staff,	campus	police	officer,	or	residence	hall	mentor	who	works	with	
college-aged	adults,	you	are	in	a	trusted	position,	and	might	be	the	first	person	to	speak	with	a	person	who	is	
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. You might also be in a one-on-one or group session, or have opportuni-
ties to conduct educational sessions as part of the college's student life program. This kit will provide you with 
tools to educate people during individual meetings or a brief group presentation. Please share the following 
information and resources with the people in your college.

objectives

Participants will be able to:

	 •	Access	accurate	information	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law.

	 •	Describe	the	process	for	surrendering	a	newborn.

	 •	 Identify	Safe	Delivery	locations	in	the	community.

	 •	Describe	social,	emotional,	and	legal	consequences	for	those	who	abandoned	or	killed	their	newborn.

	 •	 Identify	alternatives	to	newborn	abandonment	and	infanticide	using	the	Safe	Delivery	process.

	 •	Express	support	for	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns.

Preparation:

	 •	Read	and	complete	the	Facilitation	Preparation	for	Implementation	at	the	beginning	of	the	Curriculum	 
  section. Order the materials as described.

	 •	Duplicate	and	cut	apart	the	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	Situation	Cards	for	Communication	found	at	the	end		
  of the Curriculum section. 

individual Meeting process

Ask:

	 •	What	goals	would	you	like	to	accomplish	in	the	next	couple	years?	(pause	for	response)

	 •	How	do	you	think	having	a	baby	might	affect	you	reaching	those	goals?	(pause	for	response)

Explain:

 Sometimes, people get pregnant or get someone pregnant and don't know what to do. They may even hide 
their pregnancy or convince themselves that they aren't really pregnant. Then, when the baby is born, 
they may be desperate to hide it or get rid of it. This has lead to some newborns being abandoned or even 
killed. Obviously, this is not a good option for the baby or the parents. Several options are available for 
people who are not ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is 
Michigan's Safe Delivery of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	response)

Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	boards	

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	cards
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Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. The locations in our community where babies could be surrendered safely, legally, and 
anonymously	are	(list	the	hospitals,	police	and	fire	stations,	and	calling	9-1-1	as	options).	Please	keep	
this information and share it with anyone you know who might need it. If you or a friend ever has con-
cerns about an unwanted pregnancy, I am always available to talk and help come up with a plan.

Ask:

	 •	Do	you	have	any	questions	or	comments	about	what	I've	just	explained?

	 •	If	you	have	a	troubling	situation,	who	are	some	trusted	adults	you	can	talk	to?

	 •	Are	there	any	other	things	you	would	like	to	discuss	now?

Group presentation (approximately 45 minutes)

Ask:

	 •	What	goals	would	you	like	to	accomplish	in	the	next	couple	years?	(allow	responses)

	 •	How	do	you	think	having	a	baby	might	affect	you	reaching	those	goals?	(allow	responses)

	 •	What	are	some	reasons	a	person	might	not	be	prepared	to	parent	a	baby	well?	(allow	responses,	such	as		
 having an abusive partner, disapproving family, lack of money or a place to live, etc.)

	 •	What	could	happen	if	a	person	tried	to	take	care	of	a	baby	under	these	difficult	circumstances?	(allow	 
	 responses,	such	as	possible	abuse	of	baby	and/or	baby's	parent,	neglect	of	baby's	needs,	baby's	parent		
	 getting	kicked	out	of	the	house,	baby's	parent	unable	to	complete	her/his	education	and	get	a	good	job,		
 abandonment of baby in an unsafe place, etc.)

Explain:

 Sometimes, people get pregnant or get someone pregnant and don't know what to do. They may even hide 
their pregnancy or convince themselves that they aren't really pregnant. Then, when the baby is born, they 
may be desperate to hide it or get rid of it. This has lead to some newborns being abandoned or even killed. 
This is not a good option for the baby or the parents. Several options are available for people who are not 
ready to parent or not able to take care of their babies. One is adoption. Another is Michigan's Safe Delivery 
of Newborns law. Today, we will learn about Safe Delivery.

Explain:

 Let's look at a true story about a young couple that had this experience and identify the social, emotional, 
and legal issues involved when people don't know what to do with their newborns.

Read this true account:

 Amy Grossberg and Brian Peterson dated in high school. She became pregnant, but wanted to hide that fact 
from her mother, so she wore baggy clothes and avoided her parents. In the fall, Amy and Brian went away 
to different colleges. 

	 Amy's	water	broke	in	November	1996	while	at	college.	Brian	drove	three	hours	to	pick	up	Amy	and	checked	
them into a Comfort Inn. Amy gave birth to a baby boy.

 Back at school again, Amy had seizures due to not expelling the placenta. She went to the hospital. Mean-
while, the cleaning lady at the hotel found the bloody sheets and called the police. Police dogs found the 
baby's	body	in	the	dumpster.	The	police	and	hospital	staff	put	the	pieces	together	and	identified	Amy	as	the	
baby's mother. Since an autopsy indicated the baby boy had been born alive and died of head fractures and 
Shaken Baby Syndrome, the District Attorney stated he would charge the couple with murder.

colleGe Staff
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	 Amy	and	Brian,	originally	a	loving	couple,	began	accusing	each	other.	Brian	testified	against	Amy	in	 
exchange for a plea bargain. Brian pleaded guilty of manslaughter and served two years. Amy was found to 
be more responsible and was sentenced to two and a half years in prison.

Do:

	 •	Divide	the	students	into	four	groups,	or	groups	of	manageable	size.

	 •	Assign	group	roles:	leader,	recorder,	spokesperson,	and	timer.

Explain:

 In your small group, discuss the social, emotional, and legal issues involved in this situation with Amy 
and Brian. In 15 minutes, I will call on each group's spokesperson to summarize their discussion. 

Do:

	 •	Rotate	and	assist	groups	as	they	discuss	the	situation.

	 •	After	15	minutes,	call	on	each	group	to	summarize	their	discussion.

	 •	Encourage	audience	to	actively	listen	and	positively	support	each	group	as	they	present	their	role	play.

	 •	Provide	positive	feedback	and	thank	each	group	for	their	insights.

	 •	Correct	misinformation	as	needed	after	each	summary.

	 •	Thank	each	group.	Applaud.

	 •	Optional:	Encourage	students	to	research	each	of	these	situations	to	learn	additional	facts	and	the	out	
 comes following these incidents. Offer extra credit for students who write a paper.

Ask:

	 •	What	do	you	know	about	Michigan's	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	law?	(pause	for	responses)

Do:

	 •	Show	a	Public	Service	Announcement	or	training	scenario	from	the	Safe	Delivery	DVD	and/or	media	file.

Ask:

	 •	What	could	Amy	and	Brian	have	done	differently	if	they	had	known	about	Safe	Delivery?

	 •	How	can	you	apply	what	you've	learned	today?

	 •	How	can	you	share	this	important	information	with	others?

Provide:

	 •	The	"What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?"	tri-fold	brochure,	one	or	more	per	student

	 •	List	of	Safe	Delivery	surrender	locations	in	the	local	community

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	wallet	cards

	 •	Safe	Delivery	of	Newborns	emery	boards

Explain:

 Safe Delivery of Newborns is a safe, legal, and anonymous way for a parent(s) to surrender a baby within 
three days of birth. Now that you know what it is, you can share this information with others who might 
not know about it. It might save someone a lot of heartache and trouble. If you have a troubling situa-
tion, who are some trusted adults you can talk to?

colleGe Staff



Curriculum   39 Educator Toolkit V1 2012

SitUatioN carDS for coMMUNicatioN
Duplicate this page and cut the situation cards apart.

 provide one situation to each small group.

Safe Delivery of NewborNS Safe Delivery of NewborNS

Safe Delivery of NewborNS Safe Delivery of NewborNS

Anthony and Mary are in love. They share many 
common	interests	and	enjoy	spending	time	
together. They plan to marry some day, but 
not	until	after	they	finish	college.	Mary	got	
pregnant, but she has hidden her pregnancy 
from their parents. Now Anthony and Mary are 
desperate because they think their parents will 
make them drop out of school to take care of 
the baby. 

what can you tell anthony and Mary about  
Safe Delivery?

Sophie has been too afraid to tell her parents she 
is pregnant. She has been spending a lot of time 
with you, and now she is having labor pains and 
is hiding out at your house. She is afraid of her 
parents' reaction and doesn't know what to do. 

what can you tell Sophie about Safe Delivery?

Taylor appears at your door, very upset. She 
tells	you	she	just	had	a	baby	and	doesn't	know	
what to do. When you ask her where the baby 
is, she tells you she left it in a box behind the 
mall dumpster because she didn't know what 
else	to	do.	She	hopes	someone	will	find	it	there.	

what can you tell taylor about Safe Delivery?

Ava, your best friend, has been acting very 
strange. Lately, Ava will hardly talk to you, 
and she has been wearing baggy clothes. 
Today at school, you see her crying in the 
bathroom,	and	she	tells	you	she	just	had	a	
baby and doesn't know what to do. She was 
raped while at a party and doesn't want any-
one to know about that. She doesn't want to 
have anything to do with the baby.

what can you tell ava about Safe Delivery?
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SitUatioN carD for Social StUDieS

Duplicate these pages and cut the situation cards apart.
 provide one situation to each small group.

Facilitator Note: Most of these situations involve women 
because it is usually the mother who comes forward to seek help.

Situation 1: Jessica coleman and thomas truelson

Jessica	Coleman	was	in	9th	grade	when	she	fell	in	love	and	had	sex	with	her	boyfriend,	
Thomas Truelson, a senior. The next fall, Jessica was missing her periods. She and Tom tried 
to hide her pregnancy. He even stood on her stomach, hoping her pregnancy would go away. 

Jessica	gave	birth	to	a	baby	boy	in	her	bathroom	five	days	after	a	basketball	game	in	which	
she scored seven points. Panicked, she cut the umbilical cord and carried the still, quiet 
baby to her room. She fainted from bleeding and fell on the baby. When her mom called 
her	to	come	to	dinner,	Jessica	put	the	baby	on	the	floor	in	her	closet	and	joined	her	family.	
Later, she noticed the baby looked like he was suffering, so she stabbed him. 

Tom	finally	showed	up	from	college	the	next	day,	and	he	said	he	would	take	care	of	the	
body. He put it in a duffel bag, along with some rocks, and threw it in a flooded quarry.

For six and a half years, Jessica and Tom kept their dreadful secret. They broke up. Jessica 
had emotional breakdowns and began drinking too much and using cocaine.

A	diver	found	the	duffel	bag	with	the	baby's	body	in	it	in	1999,	but	it	was	years	before	the	
truth came out.

Jessica was tried as an adult and pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter and child 
endangerment. Tom pleaded guilty to obstruction and gross abuse of a corpse. 

What are the social, emotional, and legal consequences for Jessica and Tom?

what could they have done differently if they had known about Safe Delivery?

Safe Delivery of NewborNS

This is a true story that occurred in Indiana. 
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SitUatioN carD for Social StUDieS

Situation 2: Melissa Drexler

Melissa Drexler hid her pregnancy from her family and friends and the baby's father for 
almost	nine	months.	In	June	1997,	she	went	to	her	senior	prom	and	was	dancing	when	she	
went into labor. 

Going	into	the	bathroom,	she	gave	birth	in	about	20	to	30	minutes	while	friends	waited	
outside the stall. She told her friend, "Go tell the boys I'll be right out." She pulled the baby 
boy out of the toilet, cut the umbilical cord on the edge of the sanitary napkin dispenser 
and	wrapped	the	baby	in	garbage	bags.	After	stuffing	the	baby	in	the	trash	can,	she	went	
back to the dance floor for another dance.

The maintenance man was called to the bathroom to clean up blood. He noticed a suspi-
cious heaviness in the trash bag and found the baby. Emergency workers attempted to 
resuscitate the baby for two hours without success.

Melissa	was	charged	with	murder,	but	pleaded	guilty	to	aggravated	manslaughter.	The	judge	
sentenced her to the maximum penalty, 15 years in prison. She was released on parole after 
serving a little over three years.

What are the social, emotional, and legal consequences for Melissa?

what could they have done differently if she had known about Safe Delivery?

Safe Delivery of NewborNS

This is a true story that occurred in New York. 
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Situation 3: amy Grossberg and brian peterson

Amy Grossberg and Brian Peterson dated in high school. She became pregnant, but wanted 
to hide that fact from her mother, so she wore baggy clothes and avoided her parents. In 
the fall, Amy and Brian went away to different colleges. 

Amy's	water	broke	in	November	1996	while	at	college.	Brian	drove	three	hours	to	pick	up	
Amy and checked them into a hotel. Amy gave birth to a baby boy.

Back at school again, Amy had seizures due to not expelling the placenta. She went to the 
hospital. Meanwhile, the cleaning lady at the hotel found the bloody sheets and called the 
police. Police dogs found the baby's body in the dumpster. The police and hospital staff put 
the	pieces	together	and	identified	Amy	as	the	baby's	mother.	Since	an	autopsy	indicated	the	
baby boy had been born alive and died of head fractures and Shaken Baby Syndrome, the 
District Attorney stated he would charge the couple with murder.

Amy	and	Brian,	originally	a	loving	couple,	began	accusing	each	other.	Brian	testified	against	
Amy in exchange for a plea bargain. Brian pleaded guilty of manslaughter and served two 
years. Amy was found to be more responsible and was sentenced to two and a half years in 
prison.

What are the social, emotional, and legal consequences for Amy and Brian?

what could they have done differently if they had known about Safe Delivery?

Safe Delivery of NewborNS

This is a true story that occurred in Delaware. 

SitUatioN carD for Social StUDieS



Curriculum   43 Educator Toolkit V1 2012

Situation 4: ashley truitt and Jason black

Ashley Truitt hid her pregnancy from her parents. She also hid it from her boyfriend, Jason 
Black.	While	on	vacation	with	her	parents	and	boyfriend	in	Florida	in	2007,	she	gave	birth	to	
a baby girl in one of the hotel bathrooms in the early morning hours. She cut the umbilical 
cord with a knife she found in the kitchen. She carried the baby out of her family's hotel room, 
down the hall, and into a maintenance room. Ashley placed the baby in a bag containing bath 
towels and says she left the baby in maintenance room. Someone carried the baby girl to the 
opening of the Wyndham Resort's seventh floor trash chute and pushed her into the opening.

When Jason asked her about the blood trail going down the hall, Ashley told him she was hav-
ing her period. She went back to bed.

A hotel employee noticed the bloody knife and blood in the bathroom and called the police. 
Police found the baby's body in the ground floor dumpster. She had died of blunt force trauma 
to her head.

Ashley denies having put the baby in the trash chute. Her parents believe a hotel maid may 
have tossed the bag down the chute without noticing the baby inside. Ashley pled no contest 
to aggravated manslaughter of a child because she did not surrender the baby in the hands of 
emergency medical service personnel as required by law. She was sentenced with 13 years in 
prison. Jason was not charged with any crimes.

What are the social, emotional, and legal consequences for Ashley?

what could she have done differently if she had followed the guidelines  
for Safe Delivery?

Safe Delivery of NewborNS

This is a true story that occurred in Florida. 

SitUatioN carD for Social StUDieS
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viDeo DeScriptioNS

MicHiGaN Safe Delivery of NewborNS
viDeo DeScriptioNS

All	videos	are	available	in	DVD	format,	media	files	through	Web	site.		Some	tracks	may	be	found	on	You	Tube	by	
searching Michigan Safe Delivery.

public Service announcement 0:32
Video presents basic information on surrendering a baby using the Safe Delivery of Newborns law. Video provides 
hotline number.

public Service announcement 0:38
Video	presents	a	brief	scenario	of	mother	walking	by	a	dumpster	then	into	a	fire	station	for	a	surrender.	Shows	
baby with adoptive mom at the end. Video provides hotline number.

public Service announcement 2:34
Video provides detail information regarding where and how to surrender.  It also includes more detail about  
parent option to change their mind within 28 days. Video concludes with two parents and a baby. Video  
provides hotline number.

parent testimonial 1:02
Video shares a testimony of a mom who is the adoptive parent to a surrendered baby.  The mom encourages 
watchers to support public and professional awareness.

Safe Delivery eMt Surrender Scenario 2:18
Video	depicts	a	mom	calling	9-1-1	and	the	interaction	and	surrender	to	EMS.	This	is	intended	as	a	training	video	
for emergency service providers. Viewing by others will enhance the understanding of how a surrender process 
may occur.

Safe Delivery police Surrender Scenario 1:43
Video depicts a Safe Delivery surrender at a police station. Mom makes a quick exit.  Video includes police 
transferring newborn to EMS for transport to hospital. This is intended as a training video for emergency service 
providers. Viewing by others will enhance the understanding of how a surrender process may occur.

Safe Delivery Hospital Surrender Scenario 6:21
Video depicts a Safe Delivery surrender at a hospital. Parent gives birth at the hospital and decides to surrender.  
Parent talks with social workers and the video ends with adoption agency involvement. This is intended as a 
training video for emergency service providers. Viewing by others will enhance the understanding of how a sur-
render process may occur.

Safe Delivery fire Station Surrender Scenario 1:52
Video	depicts	a	Safe	Delivery	surrender	at	a	fire	station.	Parent	agrees	to	assist	with	some	information	on	the	
newborn and sign forms. This is intended as a training video for emergency service providers. Viewing by others 
will enhance the understanding of how a surrender process may occur.

Note: Safe Delivery Web site www.michigan.gov/safedelivery
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appeNDix b

pUblic awareNeSS

pUblicatioNS aND forMS at–a–GlaNce

Tear–off number  
flyer (8 1/2 x 11)

Available in English 
and Spanish

Pub 875
Size of Poster 18 x 24

Large Poster

Pub 867
Fact Sheet

Pub 867 SP
Fact Sheet Spanish

Wallet Card Emery Board

Pub 864*
(Optional)

“What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?”	
Tri–fold Brochure

Pub 864*
(Optional)

“What	Am	I	Going	to	Do?”	
Tri–fold Brochure

* Spanish version available on Web site

background
Michigan lawmakers passed the Safe Delivery of Newborns law 
to end the tragedy of unwanted newborns being hidden and 
left	to	die	in	unsafe	places.	Over	100	newborns	were	sur-
rendered	in	the	first	ten	years	the	law	was	in	effect	with	the	
majority	of	these	infants	adopted	by	loving	families.

what the law provides?
	 •	Unharmed	newborns,	up	to	72	hours	old,	can	be	taken	to		

  an emergency Service provider (eSp), meaning, a  
		 uniformed	or	otherwise	identified	employee	or	contractor		
		 of	a	fire	department,	hospital	or	police	stations	that	is		
  inside the building and on duty. ESP includes a paramedic  
		 or	EMT	when	either	responds	to	a	9-1-1	call.	The	parent(s)		
  has the choice to leave the infant without giving any  
   
identifying information to the eSp.

	 •	The	eSp is authorized to accept the infant and provide  
  whatever care may be necessary.

	 •	The	eSp will make a reasonable effort to provide the  
   
parent(s) with the following information:

 1. A written statement of the parent’s rights following  
  surrender of the infant.

	 2.	Information	about	other	confidential	infant	placement		
  options, as well as information about the availability  
  of  
confidential	medical	and	counseling	services,	e.g.,			
 Public Health, Community Mental Health, Family  
  Planning Clinics, Adoptions Agencies.

what are the rights of the surrendering parent?
	 •	To	be	informed	that	by	surrendering	the	newborn,	the			

  parent is releasing the newborn to a child placing agency  
  to be placed for adoption.

	 •	To	petition	the	court	to	regain	custody	of	the	newborn		
  within 28 days of surrender or notice of surrender.

	 •	Any	information	the	parent(s)	provides	the eSp will not be  
  made public.

	 •	A	criminal	investigation	shall	not	be	initiated	 
  solely on the basis of a newborn being  
  surrendered to an eSp.

fact Sheet

Safe. leGal. aNoNyMoUS.

Safe Delivery of Newborns law
Michigan’s

¿cuál es el propósito de esta ley?
Para terminar la tragedia de recién nacidos no deseados  
es	condidos	y	dejados	a	morir	en	basureros	y	otros	lugares,	 
los legisladores de Michigan han pasado una ley que hace 
legal que un padre entregue su infante en una manera  
segura y anonima.

¿qué proporciona esta ley?
	 •	Recién	nacidos	sanos	de	hasta	72	horas	de	nacido,	pueden		

  ser llevados a un proveedor de Servicio de emergencia  
  (eSp), es decir, un empleado uniformado o de otra forma  
		 identificado	de	un	departamento	de	incendios,	hospital,		
		 o	estación	de	policia	que	está	dentro	del	edificio	y	en		
   turno. El 
padre	tiene	la	elección	de	dejar	el	infante	sin	 
		 dar	información	de	identificación	al	eSp.

	 •	El	eSp está autorizado para aceptar al infante y proveerle  
  cualquier cuidado que sea necesario.

	 •	El	eSp hará el esfuerzo razonable para proveer al padre con  
  la siguiente información:

 1. Una declaración después de entregar al infante.

	 2.	Información	acerca	de	las	opciones	confidenciales	de		
  la colocación del infante, as’ como información sobre  
		 la	disponibilidad	de	servicios	médicos	y	de	consejería,		
		 por	ejemplo.

¿cuáles son los derechos de los padres re nunciantes?
 •	Los	padres	renunciantes	tienen	el	derecho	de	ser	 

  informados de que al entregar el recién nacido, el padre  
		 está	dejándolo	en	una	agencia	de	colocación	para	ser		
  puesto en adopción.

	 •	El	padre	tiene	28	días	para	pedir	a	la	corte	recuperar	la		
  custodia del recién nacido.

	 •	Cualquier	información	que	los	padres	provean	al	eSp no  
  será hecha pública.

	 •	Una	investigación	criminal	no	será	iniciada	 
  solamente basándose en que el recién nacido  
  ha sido entregado al eSp.

(fact Sheet)

SeGUro.  leGal.  aNÓNiMo.

La Ley  de
eNtreGa SeGUra De reciÉN NaciDoS

de  Michigan

pUblicatioNS, forMS aND reSoUrceS at–a–GlaNce

Safe. leGal. aNoNyMoUS.

HotliNe: 1–866–733–7733

PLEASE DON’T ABANDON YOUR BABY
Surrender Your Baby

SAFE. LEGAL. ANONYMOUS.
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law

Michigan’s

HOTLINE: 1–866–733–7733
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wHat aM i GoiNG to Do?
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pUblic awareNeSS reSoUrceS

free pUblic awareNeSS reSoUrceS orDer forM

For more information and resources on Safe Delivery 
law and procedures, go to the Safe Delivery Web site 
at www.michigan.gov/safedelivery. For additional 
information call the Safe Delivery Hotline at 
1-866-733-7733.

Special thanks to Zoot! advertising Design for the creation of the new Safe Delivery logo.

Michigan’s Safe Delivery of Newborns law (effec-
tive	January	1,	2001)	provides	legal	protections	
for a parent(s) to surrender a newborn within 72 
hours of birth in a safe and anonymous manner to 
an	Emergency	Service	Provider	(ESP):	on–duty	fire,	
police and hospital personnel or a paramedic or 
emergency medical technician who responds to a 
9-1-1	emergency	call.	The	Safe	Delivery	of	New-
borns law allows a parent(s) with an unplanned, 
hidden pregnancy an alternative to infant aban-
donment or infanticide.  To ensure public aware-
ness of this law we are enlisting the assistance of 
community agencies and organizations to assist us 
in	reaching	all	women/parents	who	might	wish	to	
surrender a newborn using the Safe Delivery option.

How caN yoU Help? 
Several materials are available to you which will 
both thoroughly acquaint you with Safe Delivery 
and offer you ways to publicize and inform the 
public of this law.  Please complete and submit 
this form via fax or mail, identifying the requested 
materials.

fax to:	517–381–8008

Mail to: Michigan Primary Care Association
            7215 Westshire Drive
												Lansing,	MI		48917			

questions? email: MichSafeDelivery@gmail.com

12/2010

Office	Use	Only:		Date	rec’d																			Date	sent																			Comments:	

Confirmed	delivery	date																								Signed	by:

8 1/2 x 11
tear–off 

flyer (eNGliSH)

8 1/2 x 11
tear–off 

flyer (SpaNiSH)

eMery boarDSA newborn can be surrendered at any hospital,  
fire department, police station or by calling 9–1–1

1–866–733–7733
SAFE.  LEGAL.  ANONYMOUS.

PLEASE DON’T 
ABANDON 
YOUR  BA BY
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www.michigan.gov/dhs

SAFE DELIVERY OF NEWBORNS

To order more posters go to www.michigan.gov/dhs and select the Safe Delivery icon

Se puede entregar un recién nacido en cualquier hospital, 
departamento de bomberos, estación de policía 

o a través de llamar al 9-1-1 

1–866–733–7733
SEGURO.  LEGAL.  ANÓNIMO.

POR FAVOR NO 
ABANDONE
A  S U  B E B É

www.michigan.gov/dhs

ENTREGA SEGURA DE RECIÉN NACIDOS

Para pedir más Anuncios vea www.michigan.gov/dhs y seleccione el icono de Safe Delivery
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wallet carD

Safe. leGal. aNoNyMoUS.

HotliNe: 1–866–733–7733

SHippiNG iNforMatioN
type of agency/organization: 

School (public, alternative)
College/University
Public Health
Human Services
Health	Care	facility/Clinic
Church/religious	organization
Counseling Center
Other

agency Name:

agency contact:
Street address:
city, State, Zip code:

county:
phone: fax:

email:
please send:

8 1/2" x 11" Tear–off Flyer (English) Quantity
8 1/2”	x	11”	Tear–off	Flyer	(Spanish)	Quantity
Emery Boards, Quantity 
3 1/2”	x	2”	Wallet	Resource	Card,	Quantity 
 

PLEASE DON’T ABANDON YOUR BABY
Surrender Your Baby

SAFE. LEGAL. ANONYMOUS.
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law

Michigan’s

HOTLINE: 1–866–733–7733
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appeNDix a
publications from the 

Michigan Department of Human Services 
on Safe Delivery of Newborns law

 
The Michigan Department of Human Services (DHS) has a number of publications and forms on the Safe Delivery of Newborns 
law. Lists of publications and forms that address subsections of the law are included below. For a complete list of resources 
available from DHS, or to download publications, go to www.michigan.gov/safedelivery.

Publications and forms can be downloaded and copied from the internet or can be ordered free of charge by calling the  
Office	Services	Division	at	517-373-7837,	or	faxing	this	order	form	to	517-335-4017.

Document Name 
and Description quantity

Sa
fe

 D
el

iv
er

y

pub 864 what am i going to do? 
Brochure written for teens and young adults about Safe Delivery.

pub 867 Safe Delivery program fact Sheet 
Fact sheet that describes the intent of the legislation.

pub 867Sp programma de entrega Segura Hoja de Hechos 
Un Folleto de Programa, describe la intención de la Entrega Segura de la Ley de Recién Nacidos.

pub 875 Safe Delivery poster
Large	(18”	x	24”)	poster	with	toll	free	number.

form 4819 
and form 

4819Sp

voluntary Medical background form
Form for a surrendered newborn is not mandated, and is a voluntary form completed by the 
parent(s) or emergency services provider. The provision of this information about the medical  
background, would assist with the newborn’s care.

form 4820 
and form 

4820Sp

voluntary release for adoption 
Written	affirmation	that	the	surrendering	parent(s)	voluntarily	released	their	parental	rights	to	their	
newborn child. 

form 377
Statement transferring physical custody of Surrendered Newborn 
Form for the adoption agency to transfer physical custody of the surrendered newborn to a prospective 
adoptive family.

ad
op

ti
on

pub 823

adopting a child in Michigan 
Booklet that provides an overview of Michigan’s adoption law, describes the types of adoptions 
available, the role of the court and other helpful information.

pub 255

adoption program Statement 
Brochure	that	addresses	the	concentrated	effort	of	the	state	agency	to	find	homes	for	permanent	
state and court wards.

pUblicatioNS

Name:

Agency:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:     Fax:

Email:

Note: Pubs	864SP	and	867SP,	Forms	4819SP,	and	4820SP	are	available	in	PDF	format	on	the	Web	site.

webSite 
oNly

webSite 
oNly

webSite 
oNly

webSite 
oNly
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eDUcator toolkit orDer forM

Michigan’s Safe Delivery of Newborns law allows a  
a parent(s) with an unplanned, hidden pregnancy 
an alternative to infant abandonment or infanti-
cide. The Safe Delivery of Newborns law provides 
legal protections for a parent(s) to surrender a 
newborn within 72 hours of birth in a safe and 
anonymous manner to an Emergency Service Provid-
er	(ESP):	on-duty	fire,	police	and	hospital	personnel		
or a paramedic or emergency medical technician 
who	responds	to	a	9	-1-1	emergency	call.	

To ensure public awareness of this law we are 
enlisting the assistance of adults who work with 
adolescents and young adults to assist in reaching 
young	women/parents	who	might	wish	to	surrender	
a newborn using the Safe Delivery of Newborns law.

How caN yoU Help? 
An Educator's Toolkit and other resources are avail-
able to you which will help you teach about Safe 
Delivery and offer you ways to publicize and inform 
young people about this law.  Please complete and 
submit this form via fax or mail, identifying the 
requested materials.

fax to:	517–381–8008

Mail to: Michigan Primary Care Association
            7215 Westshire Drive
												Lansing,	MI		48917			

questions? email: MichSafeDelivery@gmail.com

9/2011

Office	Use	Only:		Date	rec’d																			Date	sent																			Comments:	

Confirmed	delivery	date																								Signed	by:

SHippiNG iNforMatioN
type of organization: 

Middle School
High School
College/University
Health
Community Based Organization
Other

agency Name:

agency contact:
Street address:
city, State, Zip code:

county:
phone: fax:

email:
please send      Toolkits

                       DVDs

For more information on Safe Delivery law and procedures, go to the Safe Delivery  
Web site at www.michigan.gov/safedelivery. For more information on obtaining Safe Delivery kits  

and/or signs, call the Safe Delivery of Newborns Hotline 1–866–733–7733.

* In response to the significant number of newborn infants being abandoned by their parents, the Michigan Legislature enacted Acts 232, 233,  
234, and 235 in 2000, with an effective date of January 1, 2001. In 2006 PA 488 was enacted to amend the definition of an ESP effective in 
2007. These acts affect ALL MICHIGAN FIRE DEPARTMENTS, POLICE STATIONS, HOSPITALS, PARAMEDICS AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS. 
They provide that a parent may surrender an infant to an emergency service provider which is defined as”…a uniformed or otherwise identified 
employee or contractor of a fire department, hospital, or police station when that individual is inside the premises and on duty. Emergency service 
provider includes a paramedic or an emergency medical technician when either of those individuals is responding to a 9-1-1 emergency call.” This 
means that a parent (either parent) of a newborn can drop off an unwanted newborn at any hospital, fire department or police station or call 
9-1-1 to safely, legally and anonymously surrender a newborn.

toolkit
DvD
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aDvocacy aND oUtreacH activity loG iNStrUctioNS

completion instructions for advocate and outreach activity log

The	Safe	Delivery	program	consultants	should	be	notified	of	all	advocate	and	outreach	activities	throughout	the	
state. This helps to avoid duplication and helps to identify future locations that may need to be targeted.  This 
information is also shared on a quarterly basis with the Michigan Department of Community Health.

 1. Provide the name or names of the Safe Delivery of Newborns advocate(s).

 2. If the advocate(s) is an employee or contractor of an agency please identify the agency name  
  and location.

 3. The advocacy report should be faxed each quarter (see schedule on front) to the Safe Delivery program  
		 at	the	Michigan	Primary	Care	Association	in	Lansing.		Fax	number:	517-381-8008	or	email	 
  michsafedelivery@gmail.com.

 4. The information that should be recorded includes the following:

	 •	Date	of	presentation/exhibit	or	contact.

	 •	Specify	how	the	information	was	disseminated:	exhibit,	presentation,	one-on-one	contact,	community		
  bulletin boards, etc.

	 •	The	agency	name,	address	or	location	where	information	was	presented/distributed.

	 •	The	targeted	audience	and	approximate	number	of	participants.

	 •	What	resource	materials	were	distributed	for	example,	DHS	Pub	864,	emery	boards,	wallet	cards,	 
  English & Spanish posters, etc.

	 •	Number	of	hours	donated	to	your	efforts.

Note: It is not an expectation for users of the Educator Toolkit to report activities. This log is to 
be	used	for	additional	advocacy	and	outreach	activities.	Example:	School	club	service	project.
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NoteS



Educator toolkit: 
Equipping pEoplE to SavE livES

SafE. lEgal. anonymouS.

HotlinE: 
1–866–733–7733

www.michigan.gov/safedelivery




